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Little Sioux Watershed
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Watershed Ecology

❖Glacially carved 

river valley

❖Some of the 

best tracts of 

remnant prairie 

left in Iowa

❖Biologically rich

❖Abundant 

archaeology

❖Rich, productive 

farmland
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Evolution and Growth

2000s
Conservation Action Plan (CAP) team formed
CAP process started

2010s
project coordinator hired
CAP team became Little Sioux Watershed 
Conservation Partnership
Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife 
Refuge plan – Iowa portion
work expanded to focus on sustainable grazing, 
prescribed fire, and water quality

2020s
watershed approach to soil, land, and water 
issues



Amazing Partners!



❖ Priority Areas

❖ Target conservation efforts

❖ Protection

❖ Restoration

❖ Management

❖ Agricultural Work

❖ Row crop practices

❖ Nutrient reduction

❖ Regenerative practices

❖ Water Quality/Quantity Work

❖ Green infrastructure

❖ Watershed Management Authorities

Prioritizing Efforts



Prioritizing Efforts 

Increase and coordinate invasive 
species management
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Invasive species

Improve grazing management on 
private and public lands

Grazing management

Translate the significance of 
ecological and archaeological 
resources in the watershed 

Outreach

Restore and enhance the hydrology 
and function of wetland habitats and 
stream corridors

Wetland habitat

Increase collective partner protected 
land

Protection

Model watershed to target areas with 
highest conservation and water quality 
benefits

Water quality



Little Sioux Grazing Network
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Remote Control 
Cows 

AKA 

Grazing Research 
and Expansion
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Little Sioux Cooperative Burning Group



❖Field days and workshops

❖One-on-one discussions

❖Clay County Fair Cabin

❖Partner workshops

❖Conferences and events

Outreach and Education

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY15



❖ Watershed Management Authorities 

(WMA)

❖ FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure 

and Communities (BRIC) 

❖ On-road structure modeling
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Non-traditional Partnerships 
and Projects
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Thank you!
Amy Crouch

The Nature Conservancy in Iowa

712-229-5082

acrouch@tnc.org

Nature.org/Iowa

www.lswcp.org

Little Sioux Watershed Conservation Partnership on Facebook

LSWCP on Instagram
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