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3 Different Systems

Continuous Grazing 

Rotational Grazing 

Intensive Rotational Grazing



Continuous Grazing
ÅA pasture system where cattle have unrestricted 
access throughout the grazing season



Rotational Grazing

ÅA system with more than one paddock where cattle 
are moved that allows periods of rest



Management Intensive 
Rotational Grazing

ÅCattle are moved form paddockto paddock 
based on forage growth and utilization



It is important to understand which grazing 
system fits the goals of the producer.  This will 
allow you to develop a grazing layout/plan that 
will work for them. Listen to what they need so 
you can present a plan that will work.  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΤ 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿŀȅǎέ ςAdam Abel



Goals
ÅGoals will direct the development of the grazing plan

ÅThey will be unique to each operation

ÅThey can (and do) change

Example Goals:  -Increase livestock numbers
-Improve animal performance
-Reduce feed and labor costs
-Reduce soil erosion
-¢ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΧΦ



As a planner It is important to recognize 
conflicting goals.  You will need to work with the 
producer to develop the best alternative.

Example: A producer says that he/she   
wants to maximize forage 
production.  However, he/she is not 
interested in sub-dividing paddocks.



So How are we going to 
accomplish the goal? 



Once You Know the Carrying Capacity

DESIGN THE SYSTEM ON 

PAPER FIRST !

ÅAn aerial photo can be a real asset in helping to 
layout possible fence patterns with landscape 
features for the best livestock flow.



Resource Inventory -
ÅWhat owned and rented property is available for grazing?

ÅIs there a neighbor who wants cover crops grazed in the 
spring or fall?

ÅWhat are the soils within those boundaries?

ÅWhat is the productivity of the soils in the planned pasture 
acreage?

ÅAre there sensitive or critical areas?

ÅAre there buildings or a barnyard?

ÅWater supply and location ςis there a well and pumphouse?



Layouts Suggestions for Cool Season 
Pastures in Wisconsin
ÅGroup similar soils ςsimilar forage suitability groups

ÅDocument on the ground all sensitive areas and 
critical areas call these areas out on a map ςuse 
them as considerations for permanent fence 
boundaries.

ÅDetermine carrying capacity



Soil and Soil Limitations
ÅSandy soils ςdroughty
ÅShallow to bedrock ςroot impediment
ÅFlood prone soils ςcan restrict growth and grazing 
duration
ÅOrganic soil ςlimited accessibility and low traffic 
handling potential
ÅExtreme slopes and landscapes ςhard to graze or 
fence





Carrying Capacity
ÅUse the soil survey to break out similar map units 

ÅDocument dominant forage type or planned forage 
type

ÅDetermine pasture dry matter yield per acre

ÅEstimate animal daily dry matter intake

ÅEstimate Grazing Days



Paddock Layout And Design
ÅDetermine how long you want your livestock in a 
paddock

ÅEstimate your longest rest period

ÅDetermine size and number of paddocks





Layout





Layouts Suggestions for Cool Season 
Pastures in Wisconsin
ÅRule of Thumb - For the typical Wisconsin operator 
more than 250 ft wide pastures are a good starting 
point.  
ÅPlace pipeline down the center of every other field 
ÅSpace coupler 300ft or less apart to promote even 
grazing and manure distribution
ÅLanes are lost acreage.  Plan the correct amount.  
More does not mean better



Layouts Suggestions for Cool Season 
Pastures in Wisconsin
ÅGates at the ends of the field can be any size.  Make 
them suitable for the planned size of equipment 

ÅPlace gates to facilitate cattle movement

ÅRotate Cattle in a figure 8to avoid lanes ςthis 
rotation will always bring you back to the start

ÅGates placed in the center of long runs can offer 
improved management for the operator



Layouts Suggestions for Cool Season 
Pastures in Wisconsin
ÅMake fields larger units that can be subdivided into 
paddock.  This gives the flexibility to still harvest 
with equipment. 

Å{ƘŀŘŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎΧΦ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΧΚΦΦΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ 
producer has a woodlot, consider thinning part of it 
down to 30%.  This can provide shade for critical 
periods while still promoting good conservation.




